Dear Friends:

             WEDO is working on a Global Monitoring Report which will be released before B + 10. We would like to invite indigenous women to contribute with important information about their current situation, needs and expectations. We think this is a good opportunity to make indigenous women’s issues more visible and heard. We hope you can join us in this effort. The credits to your name_ , organization and people will be acknowledged in the report. You can select the questions you feel are most relevant in the attached questionnaires. You do not have to answer every thing. You could also send pictures and images, we will be more than happy to try to publish them. 

 We hope you can join us.

 Best,

Marcela
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Dear Friends,

 WEDO has embarked on a new global monitoring report in which women will assess and critique the progress governments and international institutions have made in implementing the Beijing Platform for Action, which was agreed upon by 189 countries during the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995 and the Millennium Development Goals, which resulted from the Millennium Summit in 2000.  The report will be released early in 2005 to have maximum impact and visibility for the ten-year review of Beijing and the five-year review of the MDGs.

 Project Description

The Global Monitoring Report (GMR) will enable NGOs around the world to keep the pressure on governments to fulfill the commitments made to women at the Fourth World Conference and the Millennium Summit.  The GMR will achieve this goal by: (a) documenting women’s experiences, perspectives and assessments of government progress in implementing the Beijing Platform for Action and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); (b) highlighting advocacy strategies and tools for advancing these global commitments.

 This 2005 global report will highlight a series of reports based on women’s experiences, submitted by individual researchers or regional networks. It will include monitoring tools for women at the national level, including ways to connect their activities to global processes, such as the MDGs, for greater national impact. As an overall frame, we will include a global analysis.  This chapter will summarize the findings of the reports from the regions.  Within each of these issue areas described above and on an overall basis, this section will: Review overall gains and losses; discuss the contribution of each region to the global movement; describe barriers/obstacles to the attainment of global goals; highlight successes and successful strategies and discuss lessons learnt for the future.

 The target audience is policy-oriented organizations, specifically governments, multilateral institutions, international women’s organizations and other NGO’s.

 The research base will include regional/international meetings: WEDO regional meeting series, key UN/IFI/Trade Negotiations and NGO alternative forums, national/regional women’s activities; Beijing +10 regional meetings; as well as existing documentation, women’s statements, presentations, publications, and shadow reports.

 WEDO’s past seven reports helped to build a broad-based, regionally balanced monitoring and advocacy network that grew to over 140 partners around the world.  These reports have shown that in every country, women are active agents for progressive change.  The reports have been very effective mechanisms for bringing the local to the global and challenging the state bureaucracies, which tend to assign low priority to women’s concerns, as well as highlighting these concerns in the media and in the general public.

 Enclosures

We have included our questionnaire, which was compiled with input from women’s organizations around the world.

 Join Us

As a regional/national representative with expertise and knowledge of the background and issues related to the Beijing Platform, MDG’s and other key UN processes and a track record in producing similar reports at regional/national level, we are exited to have you contribute to this effort.  The input indigenous women can make is essential. We recognize the great need to make indigenous women’s voice heard around the world, and we think this is a good opportunity to do it. 

 We thank you for joining us in this critical undertaking. In case your or your organization is interested in providing relevant information in any of the areas of our questionnaires (you do not have to respond every question of the questionnaire), please send it to:

Marcela Tovar: 

marcela@wedo.org

Regards,

June Zeitlin, Executive Director

Joan Ross-Frankson, Director of Communications

Women's Environment and Development Organization

355 Lexington Avenue, 3rd Floor

New York, N.Y. 10017

tel. 212-973-0325  fax 212-973-0335
