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Dear colleagues, indigenous and state representatives, representatives of UN system organizations.  During its first two sessions, the Permanent Forum has adopted a number of recommendations.  All of these have addressed problems and concerns indigenous peoples have, and are thus all important.  However, I don’t believe that it is the most efficient way for the Forum to organize our work merely to adopt new recommendations, to pile upon those already adopted, regardless of how relevant these recommendations might be.  It is an apparent risk that many of these recommendations will never be implemented.  Further, by just adopting a great number of new recommendations every year, without a clear idea how these work together or how they relate to the recommendations previously adopted, the Forum risks loosing focus and strategy in our work.       


Therefore, at this session, I intend to make some introductory remarks to each mandate area, where I will offer some comments as to what I believe should be the Permanent Forum’s main focus on each mandate area.  These remarks will then be elaborated upon in greater detail by the Forum member with the responsibility for that mandate area.  It is my hope and ambition that this identified main focuses will then be reflected in our report.  Participants at the third session of the Permanent Forum are invited to particularly comment on the main focuses identified by the Forum members.  

Turning to the mandate area at hand, “Education” is very important to indigenous peoples.  Our children and youth is our future.  The importance the Permanent Forum attaches to providing a bright future for indigenous children and youth was highlighted by the fact that, as you recall, “Children and Youth” was the Forum’s special theme at our second session.  It is imperative both that indigenous peoples have access to conventional education systems, but also that we are allowed to maintain and develop our own traditional teaching methods.  Therefore, with regard to the mandate area “Education”, I believe that the Permanent Forum needs to adopt a two-tire approach.  Firstly, the Permanent Forum should work for that indigenous persons – and in particular indigenous children and youth - have access to the same standards and levels of education as do other peoples.  Secondly, the Permanent Forum’s should promote the acknowledgement within the UN system and elsewhere that indigenous peoples’ particular way of life, concerns and problems normally requires an education that is designed to respond to their particular way of life, problems and situation.  This, I believe, UNESCO, UNICEF, the Committee on the Rights of the Child and other relevant UN system organizations should take into account in all their activities.  The Permanent Forum should assist them to do so.



The fact that a country’s legislation provides for that all citizens have equal rights to attend schools, universities etc., is not necessarily the same thing that all citizens truly have equal right to education.  It might also prove necessary for a state to see to that schools etc. are established and/or maintained in areas where indigenous peoples live.  It is imperative that indigenous peoples can obtain an adequate education, without being forced to leave their traditional territories, and traditional way of life.  It might also in other ways be necessary to adapt special measures in order to guarantee that indigenous peoples have access to common education without having to compromise their indigenous identities.   I believe that the Permanent Forum – as a matter of priority – should work together with governments, indigenous organizations and relevant UN system organizations to promote indigenous peoples’ equal access to education.


As to the second of the two tiers; that indigenous peoples’ particular way of life and problems warrants an education designed to their specific situation.  It is not equal access to education for indigenous children and youth to be able to receive education in the same language as the non-indigenous children, i.e. education in the language of the surrounding non-indigenous society.  Under the mandate area “Culture”, I intend to get back to the paramount role I believe indigenous languages play in the preservation and development of indigenous cultures and identities.  However, it is of course not possible to discuss adequately the mandate area “Education” without addressing the importance of languages.  Should indigenous children and youth be able to master their mother-tongue, it is of course crucial that they receive education on and in their own language.  In this context, I would also like to stress how important it is that indigenous persons that have never learned, or have lost, their language – often because of reasons outside their control – receive education in order to be able to win back their language. 


But it is not enough that indigenous peoples receive education in their own language.  Also in other ways must education for indigenous children and youth be adopted to their particular cultures and ways of life.  The curricula must include education in their traditional livelihoods and way of life.  Moreover, indigenous education must respect and take into account indigenous peoples’ own learning practices.  This is important, not only because many indigenous peoples need an education that equip them for a life in two societies.  Also, an education designed to their culture is necessary for young indigenous peoples to feel secure in their identity as indigenous.    

These are the main problems that I think that the Permanent Forum – as a matter of priority – should focus on within the mandate area “Education”.  The Permanent Forum has already addressed some of these issues. At our 2nd session, the Forum recommended UNESCO and other relevant UN system bodies to provide more funds to help indigenous peoples to education, particularly emphasizing the importance of bilingual and inter-cultural training for indigenous persons.  The Permanent Forum has further recommended that UNESCO hold a world forum on indigenous peoples and education that would contribute, inter alia, to enriching the indigenous education concepts and pedagogic practices.  

I believe that the Permanent Forum should continue to work for more funds being provided to help indigenous peoples receive education that is bilingual and inter-cultural.  I further think that the Forum, in cooperation with e.g. UNESCO, should continue to work towards the arrangement of a word forum on indigenous peoples and education.  In my opinion, the aim of such a world forum should be to establish a more permanent fora that can forward the discussions on these important issues.  In this regard, it might prove particularly relevant to look at good practices.  Also, I believe that all bodies that deals with these issues need particularly to consider the situation of indigenous girls and young women.


With these introductory remarks, I open up the debate on the mandate area “Education”.

