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In this connection we should understand culture as 
”the total and distinctive way of life of a people or society” including the tangible and intangible  heritiage from previous generations (WCCD)  
” culture is energy, inspiration and empowerment, as well as the knowledge and acknowledgment of diversity” (WCCD). 
Under the mandate area “Culture”, I think that the Permanent Forum should focus on particularly two issues.  Firstly, it is imperative that all UN system organizations recognize that indigenous cultures are intrinsically connected to indigenous peoples’ traditional lands, waters and natural resources.  Secondly, I believe that the Permanent Forum should do our utmost to contribute to creating an increased, holistic, protection for indigenous peoples’ cultural heritage.  

The destruction of indigenous traditional territories constitutes the biggest threat to indigenous cultures.  Every indigenous culture that disappears is a tragedy.  To the people who’s culture is extinguished, but also to humankind.  Many UN system organizations, such as UNDP, FAO, UNCTAD, the World Bank Group and the International Monetary Fund engage in activities that directly or indirectly affects indigenous territories and cultures.  I therefore think that one of the Permanent Forum’s main focuses within the mandate area “Culture” should be to assist UN system organizations and states in acknowledging the connection between indigenous peoples continuously controlling, or at least having access to, their traditional lands, waters and natural resources and them being able to maintain and develop their distinct cultures and identities, as distinct peoples.

The Permanent Forum should also – in cooperation with other UN system organizations – seek to support UN member states in their efforts to create conditions where indigenous cultures can survive.  Especially in poor areas, states might feel pressured to commercialize – or allow the commercialization of - natural resources in indigenous territories to feed otherwise starving peoples.  

I believe that most consumers in the world are supportive towards indigenous peoples’ struggle to maintain and develop their distinct cultures. I therefore   think that the Permanent Forum should take the lead in developing international moral guidelines for companies etc. pursuing activities in indigenous areas, in a manner comparable to how products can be labelled environmental friendly.

Indigenous peoples’ lack of control over their cultural heritage constitutes a huge threat to indigenous cultures.  There is an enormous activity at the moment within organizations such as the CBD, WTO, UNCTAD, UNESCO, FAO and WIPO within the area of biodiversity, genetic resources, traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expressions.  However, it appears that all of these processes are limited by the mandate of their mother organization.  Consequently, none of them take the cohesive approach towards indigenous cultural heritage that indigenous representatives have repeatedly pointed out is necessary in order to achieve an adequate protection for indigenous peoples’ cultural heritage. There is an apparent risk that the protection systems being elaborated upon will not be apt to address the particular needs and concern of indigenous peoples.  In addition, indigenous peoples are not always adequately represented in these processes. I believe that the Permanent Forum – as a matter of priority - should strive to bring relevant UN system organizations together to work with an international regime for the protection of indigenous cultural heritage.  could take a holistic approach to these issues.  

And then there is the development of languages.  The Forum should play a very active role in creating possibilities for indigenous peoples to preserve and develop their languages.  Of course, UNESCO has an important role to play in this regard.  At its 2nd session, the Permanent Forum invited UNESCO to report regularly to the Forum.  In doing so, I would encourage UNESCO to specifically address what work has been carried out directed towards preserving and developing indigenous languages.  I do not think, however, that it is enough that UN system organizations act, should we be able to halt the ongoing extinction of indigenous languages.  Governments have a crucial role to play too.  There are also some good examples in this field from some countries.   At our 2nd session, the Permanent Forum recommended that Governments introduce indigenous languages in public administration.  I would like to take this recommendation one step further.  One guiding principle is that  the best we can do to further language development ( which include language planning) is to use the languages in administration, in media (which is extremely important), in education, in literature, in advertising etc.   I  think that we should ask UN system organizations such as UNICEF and UNESCO on a regular basis to follow up on how this work is proceeding and especially UNESCO has a crucial role as  an expert  adviser on this field to the governments. 
Priority is important. I feel that also on this field we need to focus on some main issues instead of trying to solve all the problems at the sam time. 
