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Thank you Mr. Chairperson,

In the outset, allow the Inuit Circumpolar Conference to congratulate Mr. Yokota and the Saami Council for preparing the Working Paper at hand, which we believe constitutes a very sound starting point for the discussions on this agenda item.  The World Community’s interest in issues relating to genetic resources, traditional knowledge, traditional cultural expressions and cultural heritage has literary exploded in recent years, as described in the Working Paper.  These issues are also of paramount importance to indigenous peoples.  One need only mention that indigenous peoples have been estimated to be the custodians of about 80 % of the world’s collected traditional knowledge.
Regardless, as highlighted in Mr. Yokota’s and the Saami Council’s Working Paper, protection for indigenous cultural heritage remains more than inadequate.  My organization would therefore like to commend the Working Group for the decision to revisit and possibly revise Mdm. Daes’ Draft Principles and Guidelines for the Protection of the Heritage of Indigenous Peoples.  The Inuit Circumpolar Conference believes that these Guidelines, although probably in need of an update, include many of the elements that must be present in a relevant instrument for the protection of indigenous cultural heritage.  Again, we commend Mdm. Daes for her outstanding work in this regard.
Mr. Chairperson,  

The ICC supports the proposal made in paragraphs 30 and 31 of the Working Paper, suggesting that the Working Group should commence the work with a legally binding Convention on the Protection of Indigenous Peoples Cultural Heritage.  In doing so, we believe that the Working Group in particular shall take the following elements - arising from recent discussion - into account;.
- Any instrument of protection of indigenous peoples’ heritage must be based on indigenous peoples’ right to self-determination, which, at least with regard to resources in indigenous territories, must have priority over state claim to sovereignty over natural resources and traditional knowledge.  In the context of self-determination, we also believe it natural that the Convention addresses the right to free, prior and informed consent and must also acknowledge indigenous peoples’ right to their land, water and natural resources.  
- A Convention must recognize the crucial role indigenous customary legal systems plays for the protection of indigenous peoples’ resources and knowledge.  Indigenous heritage must be protected in accordance with the concerned peoples’ own legal practices and customs, which should be reflected in international and domestic law.  
- A Convention must acknowledge the collective nature of indigenous knowledge and resources, recognizing that the knowledge and resources vest with the people as such, compared to the individual nature of intellectual property rights.  
- A Convention should aspire to protect also elements of indigenous peoples’ cultural heritage that conventional intellectual property rights mechanisms regard to be in the so called public domain.  

Finally, Mr. Chairperson,

The ICC also concurs with the recommendation in paragraph 33 of the Working Paper, that the WGIP, in coordination with other relevant UN bodies, holds a technical seminar or workshop to discuss the contents in an international instrument for the protection of indigenous peoples’ cultural heritage.
Thank you Mr. Chairperson.
