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AMI1 UNIVERSITY COLLEGE was established in Guovdageaidnu / Kautokeino in 1989
to strengthen and develop traditional and modern Sami competence.

At present, the Sami University College is the only institution of higher education and re-
search that meets and serves the requirements of the Sdémi community. The Sami University
College and the Sami research institution, the Nordic Sami Institute, have been affiliated
since 2005. In total, they have approximately 80 academic and administrative employees.

It is the vision of the Board of Directors of this institution that it too shall be a scientific
university college by 2011.

The working language of the Sami University College is Sdmi in instruction, administra-
tion and amongst employees and students. Sdmi education and research form the college’s
characteristic academic and professional profile, and the college has a Nordic-Sdmi and
international perspective with students from all the four countries in which the Sami live:
Finland, Norway, Russia and Sweden. The Sami University College also collaborates with
other indigenous institutions, with emphasis on the circumpolar region.

The school teaches and researches in various disciplines, including journalism, teacher
education, Sami language, reindeer husbandry, doudji (Sdmi handicrafts), “joik” (Sdmi
traditional form of singing), Sdmi story-telling tradition and indigenous culture. Most of the
studies are assembly-based. The school has around 200 students annually.

A person can learn Sami by following Sami introductory courses that are arranged during
the summer, after which it is possible to continue studies in Sami up to the research level.

www.samiskhs.no
The Sami People — a Handbook, Karasjok 2006.
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