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Sámi theatre
Dramatic art is a relatively new art form in a Sámi context. However, it has 

become an important part of the communication of Sámi culture. Th e Sámi 
theatres function as arenas for communicating and experiencing Sámi art and cul­
ture, and for use of the Sámi language.

Beaivváš Sámi Teáhter 
Th e Beaivváš Sámi Teáhter is a national Sámi theatre, and tours throughout all of 
Sápmi. Initially, the theatre was created as an informal theatre group in the early 
1980s in Kautokeino. In 1991, the theatre was given a separate budget line in the 
Norwegian national budget. In 2002, the theatre was placed under the Sámediggi’s 
(Sámi Parliament) budget administration. At present, the theatre’s budget is ap­
proximately 13 million Norwegian Kroner. 

Th e Beaivváš Sámi Teáhter has produced almost 70 plays for all age groups. A com­
plete and updated tour overview can be found at:

www.beaivvas.no

Åarjelhsaemien Teatere
Åarjelhsaemien Teatere – the Southern Sámi Th eatre – is an organisation con­
sisting of theatre afi cionados from both the Norwegian and Swedish areas in the 
Southern Sámi region. It was initiated in 1985 by Southern Sámis who wanted to 
make the Southern Sámi culture, language and music more visible. Th e formal 
organisation was established in 1987.

www.hemnes.sapmi.net/sub/teater/sydsamisk_teater.html

The Sámi People – a Handbook, Karasjok 2006.
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