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Sámi language 
and cultural centres in Norway

Sámi lanGuaGe and cultural centres are important meeting places for Sámis. 
Th ey serve an important purpose in providing a space for Sámis to share experiences 

and communicate about matters related to Sámi language and culture in their communities.
 
Th e language centres work in relation to the educational system, collaborate with local Sámi 
institutions and organisations, and are part of the Sámi teachers’ networks in the region. 
Th e centres also hold classes for children and adults and organise various local Sámi events. 
Th e language centres also function as arenas for interaction between generations. Many of 
the language centres collaborate with several municipalities, some also with several counties 
or countries.

Th e language centres receive annual fi nancial support from the Sámediggi (Sámi Parlia­
ment). 

Th e Sámediggi’s Language Motivation Award
Th e Sámediggi bestows a Language Motivation Award to individuals, institutions or organi­
sations that deserve special recognition for their eff orts to preserve, strengthen and pro­
mote the Sámi language. Th e award is 10,000 Norwegian Kroner and an artistically designed 
certifi cate. Th e award was presented for the fi rst time in year 2000.

www.samediggi.no

The Sámi People – a Handbook, Karasjok 2006.

The Árran Lule Sámi Centre in Drag in Tysfjord was opened in 1994. Photo: oDDmunD Paulsen.


