he Sami ﬂag

and Sami People’s Dag

6 February is Sami People’s Day

The flag was approved by the Nordic Sami Council in 1986
The flag is common to the Sdmis of Finland, Norway, Russia
and Sweden

SAMI PEOPLE’S DAY — 6 February — is commemorated by Sdmis in Finland, Norway,
Russia and Sweden. It is celebrated in different ways in the different Sémi communi-
ties. In Norway, by a legal amendment, the Sami People’s Day is an official flag-flying day.
The Samediggi (Sdmi Parliament) has the authority to adopt detailed guidelines for usage of
the Sami flag in Norway.

The Sami People’s Day is a commemoration of the first Sdémi National Council meeting,
which was held on 6 February 1917 in the Norwegian city of Trondheim. This was the first
time in history that Northern Sdmis and Southern Samis from Norway and Sweden came
together to discuss matters of common interest. Ms. Elsa Laula Renberg — a well-known
Sami leader — was one of the prime organisers of this meeting, which brought together
more than 100 Sdmi leaders.

The Sami flag was approved at the 13* Nordic Sdmi Conference in Are, Sweden in 1986. The
flag was designed by Ms. Astrid Bahl from Northern Troms in Norway. The motif derives
from the “goavddis” (the shamanic drum used in rituals by the Sdmi people), and the poem
“Beaivvi bértnit” by Anders Fjellner (1795-1876) — which is based on a traditional legend
describing the Samis as the sons and daughters of the sun. The flag’s circle symbolises the
sun and the moon.

The Sami People — a Handbook, Karasjok 2006.




