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Salmon fi shing in Finnmark’s rivers

For a Very lonG time, the Sámis fi shed and had the fi shing rights in the rivers in 
Finnmark, and the Sámi settlements (“siida”) organised the fi shing in the large rivers. 

Th ere was collective fi shing with the use of several types of fi shing tackle. 

In Deatnu – the Tana River – the residents also collaborated across the international border. 
Starting in the 1870s, Norwegian and Finnish authorities introduced regulations in the Tana 
River. Several traditional fi shing methods were forbidden in the upper part of the river, such 
as “duhásteapmi”, where they used the light from fi re to lure the salmon to the boat, “goldin”, 
fi shing with drift­ and dragnets, and “rastábuođđun”, where they closed the river with nets. 
Th e rules did not consider the Sámis built­up rights. An Act of 1888 further regulated the 
river, but guaranteed that persons with a permanent connection to the Tana Valley could 
retain the fi shing right they had acquired through “immemorial usage”. An Act of 1911 
reduced the rights holders by claims to agricultural production as conditions for receiving 
salmon fi shing rights. Th e objective of the special fi shing rights in Tana today is that the 
right shall be exercised by the rights holders themselves. Th e annual meeting makes deci­
sions concerning administration of the river. 

In the Alta River, the right to fi sh has been considerably restricted throughout history. In 
a judgment in the 1880s, the local population, i.e. the Sámis, immigrated Norwegians and 
Kvens, had their control of the river established. Th e municipality’s inhabitants have the 
right to fi shing in the Alta River as a public right of access. Active farmers in the river valley 
have the fi shing rights. Before Midsummer Eve, the inhabitants of Alta have free access to 
fi shing. Th e fi shing rights after Midsummer Eve (which is of particularly great value) are 
administered by Alta Laksefi skeri Interessentskap. People from Kautokeino Municipality 
have traditions of fi shing in the Alta River. Th ere is discussion about whether a public right 
of access to fi shing in the river should also apply to Sámi reindeer herdsmen and inhabitants 
in Kautokeino Municipality.

Salmon fi shing in the Neiden River has been of great importance for the East Sámi (Skolt 
Sámi) community and way of life. Th e East Sámi have had their summer residence by the 
Skoltefossen waterfall where they have participated in cast­net fi shing. Th e fi shing rights 
are connected to the right of ownership a land, an operational requirement and a residential 
requirement. Th e incomes from the fi shing go to those who are members of Neidenelvens 
Fiskefellesskap. At the annual meeting, decisions are made concerning how the fi shing is to 
be done.
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