Publishing comPanies

l NDEPENDENT SAMI PUBLISHING ACTIVITIES are of a relatively recent date. Along with an
increasing Sami language text production starting in the 1970s came the need for special
Sami publishing companies that could undertake the publishing responsibilities. Previously,
some authors published their own books. In 1912, for example, editor and author Anders
Larsen published his own book, Beaivvi Algu, which is regarded as the first Sémi language
novel.

The Samediggi (Sami Parliament) in Norway administers financial production support

for Sami language textbooks and fiction. It also allocates annual financial support for the
operation of Sdmi publishing companies. The annual production of Sdmi book is limited to
around 30 titles. This includes books for children, youth and adults.

Today, the largest Sdmi publishing house is Davvi Girji OS, which also has the most Sami
publications in its portfolio. Important Sdmi publishing companies today also include Dat
O.S in Kautokeino and Idut AS in Porsanger, both of which publish books and music. Yet
another Sdmi publishing company, ABC-Company in Karasjok, only publishes electroni-
cally. These publishing houses are all geographically located in the Northern Sdmi region,
but they publish also in Lule and Southern Sdmi. The only Sdmi publishing house outside
the Northern Sdmi region is Bahko, located in Tysfjord, which publishes in Lule Sdmi. These
publishing houses receive financial support from the Sdmediggi for their operational costs.

In December 2002, a number of Sdmi non-fiction authors formed a foundation for the
purpose of publishing books, and in particular non-fiction and documentary literature.
The foundation is called CalliidLagadus, (Norwegian: Forfatternes Forlag, English: Authors’
Publisher).

Net addresses for Sami publishing companies:

www.davvi.no
www.calliidlagadus.org
www.idut.no
www.dat.net
www.abc-company.no
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