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Nordic Sami Institute

I HE NORDIC SAMI INSTITUTE is affiliated with Sami Allaskuvla-Sdmi Univer-

sity College in Kautokeino. The Institute was founded in 1973 by the Nordic
Council of Ministers on Sami initiative and was sited in Kautokeino. The Council
of Ministers also previously financed the operation of the Institute, but now, the
operating costs are shared by the Nordic Council of Ministers, the Ministry of
Education and Research (Norway), the Ministry of Education and Science (Sweden)
and the Ministry of Education (Finland) pursuant to their own declarations and in
accordance with agreed distribution.

On establishment of the Nordic Sami Institute, a foundation for Sami research was
created on the basis of the Sami mindset and needs. There was also an opportunity
to build up its own Sami professional competence in different areas. Today, a staff
of about 20 senior and junior research fellows conducts research projects in Sami
language, social and legal research. The research is conducted in collaboration with
other research and educational institutions with a pan-Sdmi and international point
of departure.

Sami research is crucial to developing the Sdmi society for the future. Every
indigenous community has a need to build up its own knowledge and expertise.
Contributing to the development of international indigenous people’s research is an
important objective for the Institute.

The Institute’s research is published primarily through the journal series Diedut.
Sdami diedalas digecdla is another journal that is published as a collaborative effort
amongst Sami University College, the University of Tromsg’s Centre for Sami Stud-
ies and the Nordic Sami Institute.

A common science building is under planning in Kautokeino. Here, the Nordic
Sami Institute will be co-localised with Sami University College, Samediggi’s (Sami
Parliament) Department of Language and Education, the Resource Centre for the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the International Centre for Reindeer Husbandry and
Sami arkiiva — Sami Archive.

WWW.nsi.no




