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Sami Special Library in Karasjok

HE SAMI SPECIAL LIBRARY serves as the administrative library for the Simediggi
(Sdmi Parliament) in Karasjok.

The library’s main tasks are acquisition, storage, organisation and communication of books
and other material in the Sdmi language and about Sdmi relations. The library receives

one copy of everything that is published in Norway where the entire or substantial parts of
the text are in Sdmi. The Sdmi Special Library primarily functions as the libraries’ library,
informs about its own activities and Sdmi relations in general, and lends materials to other
libraries. The library’s collection consists of more than 35,000 volumes, videos as well as
audio books, music recordings, microfilms, language courses, periodicals and newspapers.
The library’s catalogue is available on the Internet. Access to the library is free and open to
all.

Sami Special Library: www.samediggi.no

Book buses — Mobile libraries

To respond to the needs of a dispersed population, an addition to the regular libraries, spe-
cial book buses, provide opportunities to borrow Sdmi books and books about Sdmi culture,
as well as videos and music. Tana and Nesseby municipalities in Finnmark County have
established a collaboration through which they provide their inhabitants with mobile library
services. The Sdmi municipalities of Karasjok and Porsanger in Norway have a similar col-
laboration together with their neighbouring Sdmi municipality of Utsjoki in Finland. The
municipalities of Kautokeino and Kéfjord have their own mobile library services. A South-
ern Sami book bus with its base in Hattfjelldal in Nordland County services the Southern
Sémi region, which includes several municipalities. The Lule Sdmi book bus, with its base in
Drag in Tysfjord, Nordland County, covers the Lule Sdmi Region in Norway.

The Sami People — a Handbook, Karasjok 2006.




