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The Finnmark Act
and the Finnmark Estate

The FinnmarK Act was adopted by the Storting (Norwegian Parliament) in the spring 
of 2005. Th e Act involves the transfer of approximately 95 % (about 46,000 km2) of 

the area in Finnmark to Finnmark’s inhabitants through a new agency called the Finnmark 
Estate.

Th e Finnmark Act and the establishment of the Finnmark Estate is in response to demands 
from the Sámis that Sámi rights to lands and waters needed to be acknowledged and re­
solved. Consequently, in 1984, the Government appointed the Sámi Rights Committee to 
discuss these questions and make the necessary conclusions and recommendations. Th e 
Sámi Rights Committee’s recommendations have formed the basis for the Finnmark Act, 
and the establishment of the Finnmark Estate. For further information, see sheet # 4 on the 
Alta Dam.

Norwegian authorities were of the view that Sámi use of lands, waters and natural resources 
did not establish any formal legal rights. Th is was due to the misconception that a nomadic 
way of life did not lead to any land rights. Th is view has changed, and gradually, Sámi rights 
to lands, waters and resources are being strengthened. 

Th e basis for the Finnmark Act is that the Sámis, through protracted traditional use of the 
land and water areas, have acquired individual and/or collective ownership and right to use 
lands and waters in Finnmark County. One of the most important objectives of the Act is 
to give the population in Finnmark greater infl uence in the administration of the property 
in the county. Discussion and recognition of existing rights is an important element of the 
Finnmark Act, and the rights of use and ownership in Finnmark must still be discussed and 
clarifi ed further. A commission and a tribunal will be set up for this purpose. Th e princi­
ples of established custom and immemorial usage will form the foundation for this work. 
Fishing rights in the sea are not included in the Act. However, fi shing rights in saltwater in 
Finnmark County will be subject to further elaborations and discussions.

Th e Finnmark Estate is managed by a board of directors, with six members, three appointed 
by Finnmark County Council District, and an equal number appointed by the Sámediggi 
(Sámi Parliament).
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