Dag~care centres

‘ I NDER THE DAY-CARE CENTRE ACT, municipalities have special responsibility

to guarantee Sami children and youth a childhood and adolescence that helps
strengthen their identity and their sense of belonging to the Sdémi community. Section 8 (3)
of the Day-Care Centre Act states the following: “The municipality has the responsibility for
ensuring that the day-care centre offer for Sdmi children in Sdmi districts builds upon Sami
language and culture. In other municipalities, the conditions shall be arranged such that
Sami children can secure and develop their language and their culture”

Moreover, Section 2 (4) of the Day-Care Centre Act states that day-care centres “shall take
into consideration the child’s age, functional level, gender, social, ethnic and cultural back-
ground, including Sami children’s language and culture”

A new framework for the day-care centre’s content and tasks was established 1 March 2006
and takes effect 1 August 2006. The Sdmi perspective is an integrated part of the framework.

Today, approximately 45 day-care centres in Norway can be characterised as Sami day-
care centres, including municipal and private day-care centres. Around 960 Sami children
benefit from their programmes and services. Moreover, some regular Norwegian day-care
centres also offer day-care and education for Sdmi children in Sdmi.

The majority of the day-care centres in Norway are municipal, but some are private and

are owned by organisations, individuals or associations. The day-care centres can have
Sami-speaking children, Sami/Norwegian bilingual children and Norwegian-speaking Sami
children. Thus, the goals of communication of Sdmi culture, strengthening of Sdmi language
and culture, functional bilingualism and communication of Sdmi culture are accomplished
in different ways.

The Sdmediggi (Sdmi Parliament) has the responsibility for providing financial subsidies to

Sami day-care centres in order to secure their existence.
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