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Children’s rights

I HE UN CoNVENTION on the Rights of the Child obliges State parties to respect and

ensure the rights set forth in the Convention to each child within their territories
without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child’s background, including the
child’s or his/her parents language, religion, culture, national, ethnic or social origin. Some
of its provisions have particular relevance for the rights of Sdmi children, in particular Artic-
les 2,17 (d) and 30.

Article 2 of the Convention prohibits all forms of discrimination against children due to

their background or origin, including their ethnic origin. Article 17 (d) obliges States to en-
courage the mass media to have particular regard to the linguistic needs of the child belong-

ing to a minority group or who is indigenous. Article 30 of the Convention is of particular
relevance in the Sdmi context. Article 30 states:

“In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of indige-
nous origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not be
denied the right, in community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy his or
her own culture, to profess and practise his or her own religion, or to use his or her own

language”

Article 30 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is very similar to Article 27 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights — in both substance and wording.

The obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child establish an important
framework for Norway’s policy in relation to Sami children, including policies in areas such as
day-care centres, primary schools, upper secondary schools, the media and other areas of life.

National implementation of the Convention involves creating childhood environments
where Sami and Norwegian cultures have the same status and are equal to the greatest
extent possible. It also involves the adoption of positive measures whenever this is required
in order to fulfil the obligations under the Convention.

The conditions under which children and youth grow up are largely determined by
municipal programmes and services. Thus, the Ministry of Children and Family Affairs ac-
tively seeks to inform and encourage municipalities to take into account the special needs,
rights and interests of Sami children and youth. As part of this effort to make municipalities
aware of their responsibilities in relation to Sdmi children, the Ministry has developed an
information pamphlet, entitled “Sami childhood — about programmes for Sdmi children and
youth in 2003’ which has been distributed to all municipalities in the country. This infor-
mation material is the result of a joint effort between the Ministry and the Sdmediggi (Sdmi
Parliament). The aim is to provide a good source of information and inspiration in order to
promote improved conditions for Sdmi children and youth around the country.
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