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Mr. Chairperson,

Many of the recommendations and observations contained in the Report of the UN Seminar on Treaties, Agreements and Other Constructive Arrangements (E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2004/7) are closely related to the principal theme of this year’s session of the Working Group, “Indigenous Peoples and Conflict Resolution”, and some of the major recommendations contained in Professor Martinez’s Working Paper on “Indigenous Peoples and Conflict Resolution” (E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2004/2).  
Some of the recommendations of that seminar are very similar to the recommendations contained in the “Conflict Resolution” paper submitted by Professor Alfonso Martinez to this Working Group. I refer, in particular, to the recommendation to hold a seminar under UN auspices on the Implementation of Treaties, Agreements and Other Constructive Arrangements. This recommendation was supported by indigenous participants from Bangladesh, and from Asia. 
I might state here that we had, in this respect, asked for special focus on Asia, where there are a large number of conflicts, and where there are also a large number of “peace accords” , agreements or other political arrangements between states and indigenous peoples, which are usually not regarded as treaties in the sense of those, for example, in North America. We understand that Professor Martinez, while commenting on this issue, as the chairperson, asked us why we were asking for a particular focus on a particular region. 

Madame Chairperson, we had asked for this focus, not because we actually sought an unfairly high focus for Asia, to the exclusion of other regions. We had mentioned to need for such a focus because the situation of such “peace accords”, agreements or other political arrangements between states and indigenous peoples received such a disproportionately small  focus, in comparison to situations of treaties in North America, in Professor Martinez’s report on his study on Treaties, Agreements and Other Constructive Arrangements (E.CN.4/Sub.2/1999/20). 
Madame chairperson, we say this with full respect for the situation of the situation of treaties in North America, which are clearly to be treated as treaties under international law, and so remedied. However, we strongly believe that in any future UN Seminar on the Implementation of Treaties, Agreements and Other Constructive Arrangements does not neglect situations of agreements, accords or other political arrangements between states and indigenous peoples, such as those in Asia.  

Thank you, Madame Chair. 
